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be grown, and the bulblets or parts
of the large multiplier onions may be
used in place of sets. Onions of this
tvpe are usually grown on uplands
and with irrigation if it is available.
In wet seasons or unless the season is
excessively dry, irrigation is not neces-
sary. This is particularly true if the
soil is in good tilth.

Onion culture on the muck soils
involves the sowing of seed. The seed
is sown thickly in rows 14 to 18
inches apart and the seedlings are
thinned to stand two inches apart. As
they grow, they crowd each other so
that the row may be the width of two
onions. For real large, fancy onions,
they should be thinned to threeiinches
apart. The cost of keeping out weeds
is tremendous on new ground. Side-
dressings of a liquid fertilizer low in
nitrogen, such as a 3-12-15 mixture
dissolved in water at the rate of 50
pounds to 200 gallons, are applied
when the seedlings are three to four
inches tall. Ten pounds of copper to
the 200 gallons of water will improve
the color of the bulbs.

The culture of the large late-ma-
turing varieties^ whether they are
grown in the temperate regions or in
the South, is entirely a case of trans-
pknting seedlings. The seed Is sown
k hotbeds or greenhouses six weeks
before transplanting to the field. The
seedlings are then set in rows as soon
as the ground can be worked in the
srpiing. Ught frosts usually do not
hurt them. Considerable labor is
cjecded to transplant therrij as a large
dumber of seedlings per acre Is re-
quired. In the home garden, this is
dot much of a job. The seedlings
be ready to be set as soon as
ground can be cultivated. The
are set three to four inches
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offset by the cost of thinning, so that
the seed and seedling cultures axe
about equally costly. Some growers
and gardeners can plant more thinly
and remove some of the onions for
green-bunch onions^ thus thinning
and harvesting a crop at the same
time. This is ideal for the home gar-
den. The commercial growers usu-
ally grow their green bunch onions
in separate fields, however, as the
cost of harvesting is then much less.
When onions are disturbed by re-
moving some for bunch onions, they
are slightly checked in their growth
and are liable to mature before they
are full grown.

INSECTS AND DISEASES; There are
a number of pests of the onion which
may give considerable trouble. The
onion smut disease is probably the
worst offender. It is more severe in
the temperate regions than in the
warmer sections in the South. The
smut organism apparently does not
develop as well at the higher temper-
atures. The common control now is
to apply a formaldehyde solution
along the row with the seed. Onion
mildew sometimes causes some trou-
ble by attacking and killing the
leaves. Its development depends on
moisture conditions, and there is not
much that can be done except to
keep all dead or dying plants from
spreading spores to healthy plants.

Of the insects that cause trouble,
the onion thrips are probably the
worst, but can be easily controlled by
scattering naphthalene flakes along
the rows around the plants. This re-
pels the thrips but does not kill them.
Thrips are bad in dry weather but
give very little trouble in wet ground-
In the garden, it is a simple matter
to sprinkle the ground around the